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About the Role

Internal Job Title: Discovery Postdoctoral Fellow

Position Location: San Diego, CA, onsite

#LI-Onsite

This position is not eligible for visa sponsorship.
Please note that relocation support is not available for this position.
This is a full-time training position of up to three years in duration.
The start date for the 2026 Novartis BR Postdoctoral Fellowship Program cohort is October 1, 2026. Please confirm
your availability to meet this date in your cover letter. 

Research Opportunity 

This role aims to develop a multi-agent AI platform that enables scientists to efficiently access, analyze, and integrate
knowledge from diverse biomedical data sources across the drug discovery and development continuum. The system
combines specialized AI agents, domain-specific tools, and scientific data repositories to assist subject matter experts in
tasks such as biomarker discovery, human genetics interpretation, omics data analysis, literature synthesis, and translational
evidence generation. Rather than replacing scientific expertise, the platform is designed to augment decision-making by
automating repetitive analytical tasks while maintaining a human-in-the-loop workflow.  

This project focuses on operationalizing scientific AI capabilities within a centralized enterprise agent platform. Unlike
general-purpose AI applications, biomedical research requires agents to operate across complex, heterogeneous data
modalities while adhering to stringent governance and compliance requirements. The project addresses the technical and
organizational challenges of integrating specialized AI agents, scientific workflows, and knowledge assets into a secure,
interoperable, and scalable framework for drug discovery and development.

The position offers a unique opportunity to conduct impactful research while developing the skills necessary for a successful
career in biomedical science.

Key Responsibilities 

Develop and integrate scientific AI agents into the enterprise agent platform. Adapt and operationalize domain-specific
AI agents, workflows, and knowledge assets to support biomarker discovery, translational research, human genetics,
and multi-omics analysis. 

Drive novel translational medicine use cases. Identify, develop, and evaluate high-impact applications of multi-agent AI
systems across translational medicine, leveraging diverse biomedical data sources to address scientific and clinical
research questions. 

Enable adoption of enterprise multi-agent capabilities. Collaborate with platform and engineering teams to integrate
scientific agents within existing enterprise frameworks, ensuring interoperability, scalability, and compliance with
organizational standards. 

Collaborate with cross-functional stakeholders. Partner with scientists, data scientists, engineers, and platform teams
to translate research needs into reusable AI-enabled workflows and scientific applications. 
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Establish evaluation and governance frameworks. Develop benchmarks, validation approaches, and best practices to
assess scientific utility, reliability, and responsible deployment of AI agents in drug discovery and development. 

Essential Requirements 

PhD (or equivalent doctoral degree) in a relevant scientific discipline completed prior to the fellowship start date. The
program is intended for scientists immediately following their PhD training (PhD conferred in 2026 only).  

Demonstrated record of scientific achievement (publications, presentations, patents, or equivalent) 

Strong commitment to learning, innovation, and professional development 

Desirable Requirements 

Experience applying artificial intelligence, machine learning, computational biology, or data science methods to
biomedical research, with demonstrated interest in translational medicine, drug discovery, or related domains. 

Familiarity with complex biomedical data modalities (e.g., human genetics, multi-omics, clinical trial data, or biomedical
literature) and an interest in developing AI-driven solutions within regulated research environments. 

Why Join the Program?

The Novartis Biomedical Research Postdoctoral Fellowship Program is designed to develop the next generation of scientific
leaders and power the future of medicine through rigorous research and immersive learning experiences, including the
implementation of AI tools in biomedical research.

Postdoctoral Research Fellows benefit from:

Mentorship from accomplished scientific leaders and subject matter experts.
Access to advanced technologies, platforms, and research capabilities.
Collaboration across disciplines and organizational boundaries.
Participation in a global and diverse postdoctoral community.
Dedicated learning and development programming designed to support long-term career growth.
Personalized experiential learning opportunities through the Postdoc Practicum.
Opportunities to publish research, present at leading scientific conferences, and build an international scientific
network.
Exposure to emerging technologies and artificial intelligence applications that are shaping the future of biomedical
research.

How to Apply 

Please submit your CV and cover letter by August 21, 2026. 

In your cover letter, please describe your research interests, career aspirations, and how participation in the Novartis
Biomedical Research Postdoctoral Fellowship Program will support your long-term development. 

Compensation & Benefits 

The starting salary for this position is 87,000 USD per year (this is for Job Post US only). 
US-based employees are eligible for a comprehensive benefits package including health, life, and disability coverage, a
401(k) plan with company contribution, and a generous time-off package. 

This position is not eligible for visa sponsorship.  (this is for US Job Post only) 

Please note that relocation support is not available for this position. 

The start date for the 2026 Novartis BR Postdoctoral Fellowship Program cohort is October 1, 2026. Please confirm your
availability to meet this date in your cover letter. 
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Division
DIV_RE
Business Unit
Research
Location
LOC_US
Site
San Diego
Company / Legal Entity
U175 (FCRS = US175) Novartis Institutes for BioMedical Research, Inc.
Functional Area
FCT_RD
Job Type
Full time
Employment Type
Regular
Shift Work
No
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